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BANNED BOOKS WEEK 
SEPTEMBER 26—OCTOBER 2, 2009 

 

Banned Books Week (BBW): Celebrating the Freedom to Read is observed during the last week of 
September each year. Observed since 1982, this annual ALA event reminds Americans not to take 
this precious democratic freedom for granted. BBW celebrates the freedom to choose or the free-
dom to express one’s opinion even if that opinion might be considered unorthodox or unpopular 
and stresses the importance of ensuring the availability of those unorthodox or unpopular view-
points to all who wish to read them. After all, intellectual freedom can exist only where the free-
dom to express oneself and the freedom to choose what opinions and viewpoints to consume are 
both met. As the Intellectual Freedom Manual (ALA, 7th edition) states:  

Intellectual freedom can exist only where two essential conditions are met: first, 
that all individuals have the right to hold any belief on any subject and to convey 
their ideas in any form they deem appropriate; and second, that society makes an 
equal commitment to the right of unrestricted access to information and ideas re-
gardless of the communication medium used, the content of the work, and the 
viewpoints of both the author and receiver of information. Freedom to express one-
self through a chosen mode of communication, including the Internet, becomes vir-
tually meaningless if access to that information is not protected. Intellectual free-
dom implies a circle, and that circle is broken if either freedom of expression or ac-
cess to ideas is stifled. 
Although they were the targets of attempted bannings, most of the books featured during BBW 
were not banned, thanks to the efforts of librarians to maintain them in their collections. Imagine 
how many more books might be challenged—and possibly banned or restricted—if librarians, 
teachers, and booksellers across the country did not use Banned Books Week each year to teach 
the importance of our First Amendment rights and the power of literature, and to draw attention 
to the danger that exists when restraints are imposed on the availability of information in a free 
society. 
 

Banned Books Week is celebrated during the last week of September by booksellers, librarians,  
authors, readers, students and other friends of free expression.  These are just a few books that 
have there have been attempts made to ban:  



 

Books, Books and 
more Books—

what a  
wonderful thing. 
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Kid’s Corner— 
Come see what’s new in the kid’s corner!!!  We are looking for readers who would like to write a review of a 
children's book or a young adult book for this section of our Newsletter.  In the meantime, stop in to visit us 
and take a look at “”Along Came a Spider”  by James Preller.  Mr. Preller is a local  author and is the crea-
tor of the “Jigsaw Jones”  series along with several other books.           
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The Last Song 
Seventeen year-old Veronica “Ronnie” Miller’s life was 
turned upside-down when her parents divorced and her 
father moved from New York City to Wilmington, North 
Carolina. Three years later, she remains angry and alien-
ated from her parents, especially her father… until her 
mother decides it would be in everyone’s best interest if  

she spent the summer in Wilmington with him. Ronnie’s father, a former 
concert pianist and teacher, is living a quiet life in the beach town, im-
mersed in creating a work of art that will become the centerpiece of a local 
church. The tale that unfolds is an unforgettable story about love in its myr-
iad forms – first love, the love between parents and children – that demon-
strates, as only a Nicholas Sparks novel can, the many ways that deeply felt 
relationships can break our hearts… and heal them. 
 
From the Official Website of Nicholas Sparks 
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Rough Country 
 

Virgil Flower’s always been known for having a somewhat active, 
er, social life, but he's probably not going to be getting too many 
opportunities for that during his new case. While competing in a 
fishing tournament in a remote area of northern Minnesota, he 
gets a call from Lucas Davenport to investigate a murder at a 
nearby resort, where a woman has  been shot  while kayaking.  

 The resort is for women only, a place to relax, get fit, recover 
from plastic surgery, commune with nature, and while it didn't start out to be a 
place mostly for those with Sapphic inclinations, that's pretty much what it is.  
Which makes things all the more complicated for Virgil, because as he begins 
investigating, he finds a web of connections between the people at the resort, 
the victim, and some local women, notably a talented country singer, and the 
more he digs, the move he discovers the arrows of suspicion that point in many 
directions, encompassing a multitude of motivations: jealousy, blackmail, greed, 
anger, fear. And then he discovers that this is not the first murder, that there 
was a second, seemingly unrelated one, the year before. And that there's about 
to be a third, definitely related one, any time now. And as for the fourth... well, 
Virgil better hope he can catch the killer before that happens.  Because it could 
be his own.  
 
From the Official Website of John Sandford 
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